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Angel in the house?
Women roles in the Victorian Age versus today’s woman
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the Victorian Age, the period between 1837 and 1901, women didn’t have many rights. A lot have changed in today’s world. According to Lord Tennyson, women were required to serve as housewives and mothers without questioning. A Victorian woman is referred to as “an angel in the house” meaning that her roles were primarily in the house. Their main role was to keep and maintain a successful household. Society worked to protect men's superiority by acquiring education, job opportunities, earning respect from women, and enjoying all privileges the world offers. However, any woman who lacked any other chance other than moving outside of the excepted household jobs was forced into working in harsh positions to face the wrath of the world (Barrett 10). This was viewed negatively by society because, according to societal beliefs, a woman ought to be confined within the walls of a household, taking care of the children and handling other home chores. It was the responsibility of men to work and keep the family standing. During this period, women who choose to work outside of the household were not welcomed in their workplaces or in society. They would face harassment and cruelty from other workers and society as well (Langland 299). A woman was required to be the pride of the home. She would educate the children, teach them the right morals and acceptable society values. The Victorian women's roles were considered teachers by nature since much of the values were acquired through them.
On the contrary, women in the 21st century are empowered and do not have to stay at home. They also venture in business, politics and other societal spheres. Unlike a Victorian woman who was not supposed to venture in male sphere, a 21st century woman can venture in the predominantly male spheres like careers and tasks. Woman’s roles have changed from just being nurturing to other activities like businesses and politics. 
Women in the Victorian Era were expected to marry and become part of the husband's business and interests. Before marriage, the woman would be taught housewife skills, including cleaning, cooking, washing, and weaving. The women from wealthy families wouldn't learn the housewife chores since they would have maids to take care of such tasks. Women didn't get any form of formal education or any type of knowledge outside the home (Barrett, 15). Anything outside the home was man's world. Women remained inferior to men in all aspects of life. This is however, not the case today. Today, women know their rights and are no longer inferior to men. Their only place was in the home, and for the wealthy, a veritable pedestal could be their second place, but they couldn't concern themselves with the world's affairs. Patriarchal society didn't permit women to enjoy similar privileges as men. They could confirm themselves to feminine duties of taking care of the home and working towards improving their feminine creativity (Vicinus, 129). Moreover, men expected their wives to possess feminine traits and innocence. The men’s expectations for ideal women could force the women to spend their life preparing for marriage and hardly had any freedom. They were pressured to become the ideal Victorian women the society expects. Women who didn't meet Victorian males' expectations could end up being spouseless.
However, todays women receive education and many societies have embraced the education of the girl child. Women do not have to depend entirely on men for provision neither do they have to live within men’s sphere. Many feminist movements advocate for equality between men and women so that a woman doesn’t seem to be inferior in the hands of a man. 
Another role Victorian woman played was governessing.  This is a role that ensured that women remain busy within a household. They were to familiarize themselves with family life and educating the children. Educating the children was viewed as their major role, and that's why the role of governess has been their role for quite a long time. Most of the women taking up this role involved those in the laboring or lower class. Even as they devoted their lives to caring and educating children for hire, they still engaged in the role that nature intended for them. Some would live in homes or go out into other households as a daily governess (Ittmann, 292). In other cases, they would work in girl's boarding schools as a resident governess. By so doing, women were teachers by nature. As the women maintained a proper household and governesses, they instilled values into the children, which were to prepare them to be valuable people in the society. Governessing was a role above millwork for lower classes women (Barrett 32). It wasn't a glamorous job but at least suitable for them since they would engage in household tasks which the society expects from them. However, they were mistreated and misused even after playing a great role in their employers, who comprised of middle and upper classes women.   
[bookmark: _Hlk67314531][bookmark: _Hlk67314689]In the Victorian age, females faced challenges from working outside their households as factory workers. They lacked the freedom to decide the kind of jobs they wanted. Not only that their work was regarded as a problem, but they were considered to be a problem. A woman was expected to get married, have a husband to care for, and become a mother. Women who choose to work outside the home could work as mill workers. This could reduce their chances to marry, leaving them with no choice but to remain in an undesirable situation that would leave them undesirable (Barrett 20). Women and children were classified as helpless creatures who needed men for support. Women would be placed in poor working conditions, treated badly, and neglected but didn't have any choice other than work, hoping that their situations would change for the best (Vicinus 140).  However, today’s women have the freedom to choose their careers. They compete for opportunities with their male counterparts for similar positions without any discrimination, rejection, or humiliation whatsoever. Equality is changing the perception of the roles of women in society is a great way. 
[bookmark: _Hlk67314454]Women in the lower classes were disadvantaged compared with those in the middle and upper classes. If a woman lacked to work as a governess, she would look for other jobs available at the time. The Victorian Era denied women education opportunities forcing them into the world to search for ways to sustain their families. Some would engage in prostitution to exchange themselves physically to earn little wages (Barrett 34). Prostitution and working as mill workers were jobs the society never approved. Such women are considered a disgrace to society believes. However, they had to engage in the activities to earn some to support their husbands, who wouldn't earn enough in the mill industries. The lower classes comprising both men and women, faced challenges since they were subject to hard labor for little pay (Ittmann, 260). Considering that women's job opportunities were limited and only a few would get the expected household jobs, they had to support the family in some way. However, women in today's era have a variety of job opportunities. Those working in the prostitution industry aren't working forcefully. Unlike the Victorian era, the majority join the industry willingly when prostitution was among the only opportunities for many women.  
In conclusion, the Victorian Era was discriminatory and undermining women's rights. Men remained superior, denying their women opportunities to choose what they should be. On the other hand, society as well empowered men by suppressing women throughout their lives. Society was ruthless by denying them educational opportunities and working outside the household, considering that not all men would satisfactorily cater to their families' needs working in factories and receiving low wages. Society only provided one opportunity for the low classes women, which was to work as a governess where they would be mistreated and misused. Jobs outside the household were disregarded by society and would as well deny a woman a chance to marry. When comparing the roles of the Victorian woman and today's woman, there is a great difference. Today's woman has a variety of rights and job opportunities. Feminism, among other rights, helped to foster women's rights by introducing equality. Whatever a man can do in the modern world, a woman can as well do it. There are no limitations to women engaging in competitive jobs, education, and other life opportunities to better their lives. Moreover, society has accepted to empower women by introducing laws that protect the rights of every woman. Although the struggle for gender equality continues, many changes have happened a 21st century woman is more empowered than a Victorian woman. A Victorian woman was “an angel in the house” but today’s women have gone beyond staying at home and ventured in other spheres like politics and business. Although the society remains patriarchal, women have achieved a lot in terms of freedom, independence, and their fundamental rights. 
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